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earn. Why it should be saddled with more than its share of the
cost of the hospitals does not appear in the letter of my corre-
spondent, who on thinking the matter over a little further, will, I
hope, see the advisability of backing his own side in this matter,
and leaving the hospital governors to take care of their pockets
for themselves.

23 August 1893

PASSING through town from Switzerland to some deserted corner
of England in which to lie down and recover from a holiday, I
find promenade concerts in full swing at Co vent Garden. It is the
custom to disparage promenade concerts as involving "Beet-
hoven to an accompaniment of popping corks." That is the
epigrammatic formula which crops up autumn after autumn. No
doubt in weather like this the whole life of London may be said to
proceed to an accompaniment of cork popping; but one should
not, in dealing with die effect of this small artillery on particular
incidents, quite overlook the question of how far off the corks
are. As a matter of fact a great artist can obtain as complete a
silence at Covent Garden on a "classical night" as in St James's
Hall; and the shilling public can watch the performance much
more closely, since it can get right up to the platform instead of
having to observe the pianist's fingers or "the marvellous fiddle
bow" from afar across a vast space of half-guinea and five-
shilling stalls.

The facility with which you can change your place, stroll
about, hold a conversation, avoid a tedious item in the program,
have a cork popped on your own account, or go to a corridor
window for a draught of such fresh air as may be available in
Bow Street, are points of superiority secured to the promenader
by that great advantage, a uniform price. For though you can get
any sort of privilege of place, from a two-guinea box to an
eighteenpenny amphitheatre stall, still, the general freedom of
circulation round the orchestra and from the gallery to the floor
practically gives the shilling the run of the house. Further, the
arrangements admit of two concerts every evening. From a
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